
This is our 2nd edition of Can-Do Musical Notes. 

Can-Do Musos has continued to grow over the past couple of months, we have been 

adding a diverse and inspiring group of musicians from all over the world.  

This issue of Can-Do Musical Notes the cover story is about an Australian band from 

Melbourne called Rudely Interrupted. In this article they discuss the joys of being a 

touring band with musicians with a disability. Rudely Interrupted are about to embark 

on a tour of China. 

The featured artist in this issue is Tom Ryan from Long Island, New York. Tom is a very 

talented singer/songwriter with autism, who plays regular gigs around Long Island. 

The issue also features stories from Carlos Guevara from Venezuela, a story about a 

Special needs music night in regional NSW, Australia and a roundup of the KoSA 

Drum Camp from David Segal. 

As of the 30th August 2013,  we have 41 musos profiled on our website coming from 

Australia, Brazil, Canada, United Kingdom, United States, and Venezuela.  

That number continues to grow daily. 

Welcome 

Aussie Indie Rockers—Rudely Interrupted embark on a tour of China in October 
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Cover Note: A journey …  Rudely Interrupted 

Aussie Can-Do Musos rockers Rudely Interrupted  have just completed the Old Goldmine Tour around Melbourne and outer regions, and are 
about to head off on their tour of China, and are performing at the Hong Kong Jockey Club on Saturday 19th October. Congratulations guys 
from all of us at Can-Do Musos. For more information, please visit www.rudelyinterrupted.com 

David Segal and Dom Famularo represented Can-Do Musos at the 18th Annual KoSA Drum Camp in Vermont, USA. The camp ran from July 
23rd thru July 28th 2013.  

At Can-Do Musos we meet some rather inspiring musicians… Australian indie rockers, Rudely Interrupted are no exception as you will find out in this recent 
interview. 
 
How did you guys meet each other?  
I met Rory at his fathers BBQ on Australia Day in 2006 and it was a very hot day as Rory recalls. I was running a music program 
at a disability day service in Melbourne Australia and asked Rory if he would like to join the group. Jonathan Burnside is a music 
producer and Rory has grown up around music and musicians.  
 
At the time I knew little of Rory’s talents, but knew he was a musician through conversations with Jonathon. Rory has performed 
on many celebrated recordings through his dads studio. Rory sung and played keys with Luke Steele for one of the Sleepy Jackson 
albums Lovers in 2003. 

 
In the beginning it took many weeks before the band came to rise out of the chaos of a group of enthusiastic young musicians. 
Eventually Josh smacked out a solid rock beat on the kit and it blew me away. Josh had never played the drumkit prior to the band 
and when he jumped on the kit and started playing a consistent rock beat I knew we could do something cool. 
 
Sam, well Sam’s the coolest guy to have on the road, he makes it fun most of the time. Occasionally we have to deal with security, 
police and night ushers because of Sam, but it’s always funny. Sam runs the midi-station on stage and he’s working on choreo-
graphed parts for a stage show. Yes he wears a few capes and runs riot. Happy Mondays have Bezz, we have Sam. 
 

We’ve had a few lineup changes and we now employ bass players when we tour. Once again it’s about the music for us, we take our performances and songs 
seriously, whatever is best for the music and song to make us sound and be as good as we can be, we work with this ethos. 
 
How would you describe your music?  
I would describe Rudely Interrupted's music as indie/rock/love/pop. (Rory)  
 
Rohan & Rory write the music, we have found a way to work together in the studio and in writing sessions. Our songs usually 
come from conversations we share, that’s why some are about pimples, although most are about girls and finding love.  
 
We take our time and construct songs from rhythmic ideas, we like to leave some room in our songs for the audience to grab 
onto, they’re usually anthemic, catchy rock tunes and always pitch perfect in vocal delivery because Rory also lives with perfect 
pitch, but he can improvise and crunch the numbers in his head to give meaning to his world around him.  
 
Rory was born without eyes, he’s never seen a colour, yet all he talks about is colour, well a lot of what he talks about with 
people is colour. We’ve written songs about it, Green Lights’. It’s fascinating for people who meet him, but the aspergers repe-
tition can drive you crazy, and I’m sure for Rory as well at times.  
 
If you’ve seen the doco we made about touring to the UN you’ll see how the disability side of touring works, it’s not like that so much anymore. It’s a pretty 
streamlined touring machine and we feel like we’re just getting started. (Rohan)  
 
(A preview of the documentary can be seen in What’s cool on Can-Do Youtube in this issue) 
 
 
 

Look super sexy in a Can-Do Musos T-Shirt. 
We are now taking orders for Can-Do Musos T-Shirts. Sizes range from Small to 5XL. Order one now for $25.00AUD plus postage. For more 
information, please email candomusos@gmail.com 

We would like to make a very special Thank You to Justin Malseed, Artist Relations manager at Australasian Music Supplies for his continued 
support for Can-Do Musos.  

http://www.candomusos.com/profile-rudely-interrupted.php
http://www.candomusos.com/profile-rudely-interrupted.php
http://www.rudelyinterrupted.com
http://www.candomusos.com/cando-newspage.php#dom-david-kosa2013
C:/Uhttp:/www.candomusos.com/cando-newspage.php#dom-david-kosa2013sers/AndyJen/Documents/backing tracks
http://www.candomusos.com/cando-newspage.php#can-do-musos-tshirts
mailto:candomusos@gmail.com?subject=Tshirt%20enquiry
http://www.austmusic.com.au/
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How does the band challenge public perceptions of people who are different?  
At the end of the day, we are just an independent rock act doing our best to be the artists we challenge ourselves to be, we are faced with every other hurdle 
other artists are faced with, add the perception of what you think disability is and that’s the discussion.  
 
People’s perception is the biggest hurdle we face in moving the band forward. Everyone has a preconceived idea of what disability is to them, and when they 
see Rudely Interrupted perform and hear the strength in musicianship and songwriting people are taken a back and we hope it makes them think.  
 
Well we know it makes people think, we’ve had so called critics ask, ‘yeah, but who wrote the melody’ We write the melodies, sometimes it’s Rory, sometimes 
it’s me. If you listen to our music, you’ll hear the styles working together.  
 
I think they say this type of thing because they like it, but it’s not what they like to tell people they’re into. I guess we’ll never be cool, but doesn’t that make us 
cool? 
 
We use the same notes as every other musician we just don’t fit the image, which I guess is the ideal behind punk rock, we’re more punk than anything I guess, 
we are the real deal, the outcast in Australian music culture. We don’t have an agenda or a record label, booker, publicist or anyone, we have the freedom to 
write and release what we feel represents us, and that’s an amazing feeling, we take our art extremely seriously. 
 
We are only as good as our art, and that’s our best weapon! (Rohan) 
 
Which member of the band is the most "rock and roll"?  
Sam Beke, entertainer, vibe administer and spiritual leader. 
  
What has been the best thing about touring around the world? Can you share any memorable stories? 
I love touring, I don’t miss home at all, I don’t miss anything while I’m on the road. I love playing music and meeting new people, 
hanging out and having a beer after the shows is cool fun. (Joshua) 
 
Most of our fun stories involve Sam, police, Firemen, Security, ambulance officers and night staff working in the hotels we stay at. 
Sam loves touring, everything is thought out for him to rock out every night and that’s pretty much what he does. His rock n roll 
attitude entertains and concerns every tour manager we’ve had the pleasure to employ. 
 
The world makes sense to us all when we’re on stage playing our music, and that’s what ultimately drives all of us to keep on doing what we do best, playin a 
little bit of rock n roll. (Rohan) 
  
What does the future hold for Rudely Interrupted? 
We’ve got a few new tunes we’re looking forward to recording and   we’re off to perform in China, exciting for us, and that’ll be our 8th international tour. We’ll 
just keep on keeping on, we do it to keep doing it. (Rohan) 
 
For more information, please check out their profile on candomusos.com or rudelyinterrupted.com 

Kosa 2013: One-Track Mind? By David Segal 

From the 23rd of July to the 28th of July 2013, David Segal and Dom Famularo attended the 18th KoSA Drum Camp in Vermont, 
USA. David gives us a rundown of his experiences at this year’s camp. 
 
My 10th year at KoSA begins with a familiar quandary. What track to follow?  Jazz, Rock, Classical or Latin Percussion, Steel 
Drums, Marimba, Rhythm Section, Brazilian, Metal, or Drum Corps. It can be a mix or can be a singular track. It is all about what 
you want to do and who you want to see. There are no bad choices; you can always get inspired from styles or people that you 
are unfamiliar with. It happened with me and Brazilian music. 
 
My first year at KoSA was all about following Ndugu Chancler around, hearing what he had to say about time, studio playing, 
styles, playing on Billy Jean. etc. I also met a  tremendous player/teacher and mentor of mine, Dom Famularo, who introduced 
me to the Moeller technique, controlling the drumstick better with my disability and who I continue to work and study with to 
this day. Another year I wanted to hear what Big Band drummer John Riley had to say about the Jazz ride pattern and comping. 
Then one year I got absorbed by the Samba and I had to find out everything I could about. For several years I studied with two 

most amazing drummer/percussionists Mario Monaco and Memo Acevedo at KoSA and in New 
York to attempt to master the Samba. 
 
This year the faculty included Chester Thompson and Gregg Bissonette, two drummers that I grew up listening to and admired. It 
is intriguing that they both can play different styles very well; particularly the ones I am interested in, Brazilian, Jazz and Latin.  So 
if I take their classes it is not as if I would be learning only “rock chops” and forgoing things that I am working on currently. I con-
tinued to work on my Jazz playing with the great drummer Daniel Glass and Samba with master percussionist Marcos Santos who 
even played on my performance of John Coltrane’s Resolution along with the KoSA rhythm section of Bob Quaranta and Irio 
O’Farrill.  

 
In the end KoSA’s central focus is creating inspiration to help you get where you need to go, as an enthusiast, teacher, player or a combination of all three.  It’s 
about working on your craft intensely for five days in a country setting where you eat, live and share ideas with some of the world’s most gifted drummers and 
percussionists and often leads to relationships outside of KoSA.  
 

http://www.candomusos.com/profile-rudely-interrupted.php
http://rudelyinterrupted.com
http://www.candomusos.com/profile-david-segal.php
http://www.candomusos.com/cando-newspage.php#dom-david-kosa2013
http://www.kosamusic.com/


Tom Ryan has been active on the 
Long Island music scene for over 25 
years. He is a singer-songwriter and 
plays guitar, keyboards and bass. He 
has studied classical guitar with the 
head of the music department at 
Molloy College, and is currently 
working on fingerstyle techniques 
with Toby Walker, international 
blues artist.  
He started out performing while still 
in high school when he joined the 
Coalition for Disabled Musicians 
rock band, Range of Motion.  
 
Tom is doing solo gigs at local 
coffeehouses and restaurants as 
well as private parties and organiza-
tions for the disabled.  
He also plays with Copper Rose - a 

Cajun and Blues band and traveled 
to Louisiana with them for a cultural 
immersion to fine tune and fire up 
their performances. 
Projects in the works are collabora-
tions with Deborah (co-founder of 
“Awe in Autism”) and David French 
in the country and folk genres as 
“Spectrum,” and with Alice Don-
nelly, harmonizing and dueting! 
jects in  
Tom’s solo CD’s – “The Hard Way,” 
“Live in Today,”  
“Classical Guitar Selections – Me-
dieval to Modern,” “Songs for a 
Hotel Lobby,” and “Tunes Toby 
Taught Me.” – The title song “The 
Hard Way” is about living with a 
disability and carrying on in spite of 
it. This has been very well received 

at performances with able-bodied 
and disabled audiences. 

Can-Do Featured Muso -  Tom Ryan 

Tom’s Fast Five 

1.    What started you playing music? 
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"Wonderful job today 

Tom! We enjoyed your 

performance at the 

Centurion Cruisers Car 

Club. Thank you for 

helping to raise funds for 

Autism and the NSASA! " -

Suzanne Selkowitz-Reek.  

 Please visit our website at http://www.candomusos.com 

Check out Tom’s website and 
find out more about Tom and 
his music. 
  
You can buy Tom’s music 
online at Tom Ryan Music 
Also, you can “like” Tom 
Ryan on Facebook. 

I pestered my Mom for a piano when I was very young. I loved music. We got a piano when I was 7 and I 
started playing by ear right away - later took lessons and went on to trumpet, guitar, bass and fiddle. 

I have a lot of coffeehouse and restaurant gigs, sometimes with my friend Mike Zielinski. I'm trying to write 
some instrumentals to save my voice in 3 hour gigs. 

Patti Panzarino will remember this. We were in a band, Range of Motion, together some years back. We 
were excited to get a gig at Rutgers University and they told us that they had everything we needed - we just 
had to bring instruments. After travelling hundreds of miles in pouring rain, we got there and they had no 
amps! Everything had to go through the board and it was a sound man's nightmare! Somehow, we got 
through it. 

2. What are you working on at the moment? 

3. Had any bad gigs? Any funny gig stories? 

From Australia: Cowra Special Needs Music Night 

Cowra is a sleepy little town in the Central West of New South Wales, Australia—But… there is music in the air! 

Recently I had the pleasure to chat with John Dreverman about the Cowra Special Needs Monthly Music Night. A program for people with challenges in the 

Cowra  community to give them the opportunity to come together and express themselves through music. 

 John says “We have a solid core of willing singers and a few drummers who have a 
wonderful time belting out some great tunes. We get an enthusiastic audience of 
carers, family members and people who like to just watch or have a dance. There is a 
dinner provided at small cost as well. The age range is from about 8 to 70ish and 
includes people with various needs and abilities. Everyone is warmly appreciated and 
the vibe is very encouraging.  The support workers provide drum, guitar and vocal 
backing and assist with clients to access the stage and to ensure that all who would 
like to get a chance to perform. We go from 6pm till 8pm to keep the night short and 
then some are assisted home if needed. It has been great to see people flourish in ability and confidence and to 
basically have a good time.” 

 
For more information, please contact John Dreverman on Facebook. 
 
Can-Do Musos is proud to support the Cowra Special Needs Music Night. It’s great to see such a small town with such a big CAN-DO attitude 

http://www.candomusos.com/profile-tom-ryan.php
http://www.tomryanmusic.com/music.html
https://www.facebook.com/TomRyanMusic
http://www.candomusos.com/profile-mike-zielinski.php
http://www.candomusos.com/profile-patti-panzarino.php
http://www.tomryanmusic.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/john.dreverman
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What’s cool on Can-Do Youtube 

British Para orchestra performing 

their version of Cyndi Lauper’s True 

Colors 

Joe Hardy’s interview on Drum Talk TV 

 

Rudely Interrupted documentary 

preview 
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Tom’s Fast Five (continued) 

5. What is your biggest challenge as a musician, in what way have you had to adapt your playing to work around your challenges?  

I don't have to adapt my playing style, but verbal communication is always a struggle for me. It's difficult sometimes to follow conversation since my language 
processor is so slow.  I have to work on things to say between songs and to interact with the audience.  People are usually understanding and practice helps! 

If Can-Do Musos members have any musical news, gigs, or stories they would like to share  in the next issue of Can-Do Musical Notes,   
please email us at candomusos@gmail.com 

My challenges  by Carlos Guevara 

I started playing drums at the age of 13. My first challenge was to work out how to hold the drumsticks. I tried many 

ways until I got the proper and most natural way to work with my hands, and overcoming that hurdle, which was 

easier than what was coming... I began to study my rudiments and exercise my hands, after that I became interested 

in heavy metal and double bass drumming. The challenge there, was to start playing the double bass and keep a 

consistent volume level. My right leg is a little weaker than my left, but I manage to do my best for that and still keep 

practicing to maintain that volume. 

It is important to practice every day to keep the body in shape because people with disabilities must strive three 

times as hard as the average person. I still do find certain things difficult when playing, like turning off the strainers 

on the snare, or do fills or grooves at certain tempos. But I try to overcome these obstacles by simplifying them or 

studying them in a more methodical way during my daily practice routine.  I think that the disability or limitation is in 

the mind, we on this planet for a reason, God gave us the talent that we have and we must know how to compensate that and give thanks in the best way and the 

best way is making music and doing it well for Him.   

To Play and To Fight 

Ti red a Supinos versión o tris article cólico here. 

All my fellow disabled musicians inspire me. I also belong to a group called OOMPA - Organization of Open Mic Performing Artists (on Long Island).  It was 
started by an inspiring guy, Kenn Machin - this group welcomes disabled and non-disabled musicians. Kenn arranges  group performances for members, encour-
ages jams and collaborations, alerts everyone to gig opportunities, and currently is doing musical food-raisers. We perform in half hour slots all day at super-
markets and collect food for local food pantries. You can find OOMPA on facebook. 

4. Who inspires you? Who are your heroes? 

People often seek inspiration from all sorts of things, whether it be music, art or even just sitting on a street watching the world go by.  
 
Music is no exception. Inspiration and Inspiring people play a major role in the life of a musician. Giving people hope, and new ideas, extending possibilities.  
 
Personally, for myself, being told “no, I can’t do” something, makes me more inspired and determined to prove the sceptics wrong. I am a drummer, I have 
Cerebral Palsy, I am also in a wheelchair. Why should this stop me? Life itself is full of so many possibilities. Only you can control your destiny. 
 
Til next time, 

 
 

http://www.candomusos.com/profile-british-paraorchestra.php
http://www.candomusos.com/profile-joe-hardy.php
http://drumtalktv.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HP0H9jbJHe0
http://www.candomusos.com/profile-carlos-guevara.php
http://www.candomusos.com/cando-newspage-mychallenges-spanish.php
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bupIH3UkPnU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HP0H9jbJHe0
https://www.facebook.com/groups/oompamusic/

