
On the 15th March 2013, a meeting was held at Dom Famularo’s Wizdom Wood-

shed in Port Jefferson, New York, to discuss an idea to help support artists with 

“challenges” from all over the world. 

Can-Do Musos was born. Attending the first Can-Do Musos meeting were Andrew 

Hewitt from Australia, David Segal from Connecticut,  Dom Famularo from New York, 

and Michael Mignogna from Tennessee.  

The idea for Can-Do Musos came from a discussion about the frustrations and disap-

pointments of an artist with challenges to be successful in the mainstream music indus-

try. 

We use the word “challenges” with Can-Do Musos because, quite often disability 

gets mis-interpreted as inability. People with challenges can overcome them and be 

empowered and successful. 

As of the 28th June 2013,  we have 22 musos profiled on our website coming from 

Australia, Brazil, Canada, United Kingdom, United States, and Venezuela.  

That number continues to grow daily. 

Introducing Can Do Musos  

L-R: Can-Do Musos founders David Segal, Dom Famularo, Andrew Hewitt, and Mike Mignogna  
at Dom Famularo's Wizdom Woodshed in New York - 15th March 2013  
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Having a  
“Can-Do” attitude 

is the first step 
toward success!! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Can-Do-Musos/457807147633068
http://www.candomusos.com/
https://twitter.com/CanDoMusos


DOM FAMULARO 

Dom is known as "Drumming's Global Ambassador" and has been travelling the globe 

preaching the gospel of drumming for over 40 years. An intense performer, Dom is one of 

the most respected solo drum artists in the world, with a career built solely upon his unique 

skills as a drummer, educator, author and motivational speaker.  

For more information on Dom Famularo, please visit www.domfamularo.com 
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ANDREW HEWITT 

Andrew dubbed as "Australia's most inspirational drummer", is starting to become one of 

the most talked about drummers on the national and international drumming and disability 

communities. 

 

He was born with Cerebral Palsy, which restricts movement in his arms and legs, which 

forces him to use a wheelchair. This has made drumming a very serious challenge. 

 

To read more about Andrew Hewitt, please visit www.drummerstix.com.au  

 

DAVID SEGAL 

David Segal started drumming in 1983, trying to play the opening beat for U2's Sunday 
Bloody Sunday. 
 
One of the things that David had to figure out was how to hold the drumstick with his left 
hand. He was born with Athrogryposis that made his hands and feet clubbed. His right hand 
had normal strength, but his left hand had virtually none and he couldn't make a fist.  
 
For more information on David, please visit www.davidsegaldrums.com  

 Please visit our website at http://www.candomusos.com 

“IF YOU TURN YOUR MISTAKES INTO LESSONS AND YOUR FEARS INTO 
COURAGE, THEN EVERYTHING YOU WANT FROM LIFE IS ACHIEVABLE” 

Meet our Can-Do Board of Directors 

Congratulations to Can-Do Musos member Joe Hardy who has just signed to Sabian Cymbals. Joe was pre-
sented with a set of Sabian cymbals while he was doing an interview about his disability and drums on Drum 
Talk TV. The video can be seen here: Drum Talk TV Youtube. 

Congratulations to Can-Do Musos board member Andrew Hewitt who has just become an Australian endorsed 
artist for Remo drum heads. 

We have made special arrangements for Can-Do Musos members to attend the 18th Annual KoSA Drum 
Camp this summer in Vermont, USA at a specially reduced rate. The camp runs from July 23rd thru July 28th 
2013. For more information please visit www.kosamusic.com. 

Dom Famularo will be presenting Can-Do Musos during his Australian Ultimate Drummers’ Weekend and Drum-
scene Live tours in Australia during August. For more information, please visit Drumtek’s web site. 

http://www.domfamularo.com
http://www.drummerstix.com.au
http://www.davidsegaldrums.com/
http://www.candomusos.com/cando-newspage.php#joehardy-sabian
http://drumtalktv.com/
http://drumtalktv.com/
http://youtu.be/BWEnH_4DrKA
http://www.candomusos.com/cando-newspage.php#andrewhewitt-remo
http://www.candomusos.com/cando-newspage.php#kosa-2013
http://www.candomusos.com/cando-newspage.php#kosa-2013
http://www.kosamusic.com/
http://www.drumtek.com.au


Patti Panzarino has Spinal 

Muscular Atrophy is a pub-

lished songwriter/vocalist/

keyboard player. 

Patti (Pidgie) started play-

ing piano when she was six 

years old. 

 

She was a founding member 

of the Coalition for Disabled 

Musicians (CDM) and the 

band "Range of Motion" 

and designed the logo for 

CDM. 

 

She was a member of 

Range of Motion for nine 

years before moving to 

Massachusetts where she 

hosted her own live radio 

program.  

"The talent and enthusiasm 

that Pidgie contributed is 

immeasurable" said Donald 

Jaeger, CDM Founder.  

Patti  is the co-founder and 

musical director of OLYP-

SYS, a band in Massachu-

setts that recently signed a 

recording contract with an 

independent record label.  

She was crowned Ms. 

Wheelchair Massachusetts 

2012 and is encouraging 

other musicians with disabili-

ties to "go after their 

dreams!"  

Muso of  the Month -  Patti Panzarino 

Patti’s Fast Five 

1.    What started you playing music? 

 

 

 

2.    What are you working on at the moment? 

 

 

 

3. Had any bad gigs? Any funny gig stories? 
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"The talent and 

enthusiasm that 

Pidgie contributed 

is immeasurable" -

Donald Jaeger, 

CDM Founder.  

 Please visit our website at http://www.candomusos.com 

Check out Olypsys’ website 
and find out more about Patti 
and the band. 
  
You can buy Olypsys music 
online at Reverb Nation 
 
Also, you can “like” Olypsys 
on Facebook. 

 

MIKE MIGNOGNA 

born with Cerebral Palsy, Mike has played drums since he was 11 years old. Utilising a floor 

tom for a bass drum, Mike has honed his skills, and written a book to assist other drummers 

with challenges, entitled "Look Ma No Feet". 

 

"Look Ma No Feet" is a practical approach to the drum set for someone with limited or no use 

of their legs. 

 

To read Mike's full bio, please visit www.lookmanofeet.com  

Meet our Can-Do Board of Directors (continued) 

When I was six years old my mom and dad gave me piano lessons to keep my hands moving and strong. I 
always had a good ear for music and learned very quickly. When I was nine I joined the school chorus which I 
was in up through college. When I was 15 I was on a record that my church youth group made. I was in the 
harmony section for vocals. I moved from piano to keyboards when I was 19. 

My band OLYPSYS released our first CD last June. I have been working on songwriting both instrumental and 
vocal music. I have a Cakewalk program on my computer that I use to compose with. I am putting together 
my own profile on Reverb nation to share my songwriting and compositions. I am hoping someone will pick 
up one of my instrumental compositions for commercial use on TV, radio, or movie soundtracks.  

I wouldn't say I've ever had a bad gig, but somebody made a remark to someone else at one of our shows 
that I was an eyesore because I was in a wheelchair. I struggled with that for a month before I could move 
on. My only regret is that I gave that person too much power by letting them upset me with a stupid ignorant 
comment. Now I don't care what anyone thinks because I know I have talent.  
 
A funny gig story would be a street fair that my band  played where there were live animals. They released 
two giant turtles out of their cages and during one of our songs I saw under the corner of my eye that one of 
them was heading right for my lead guitarist, who is also my husband! Thank God somebody caught the 
turtle before he had my husband's leg for lunch! 

http://www.candomusos.com/profile-patti-panzarino.php
http://www.reverbnation.com/store/store/artist_1218787?item_type=music
https://www.facebook.com/olypsys?fref=ts
http://www.olypsys.com/home.html
http://www.lookmanofeet.com/


 

 

 

"I have met so many dedicated musicians in my global travels to over 60 countries. It is the musicians with challenges that always impress me with their  

Can Do attitude! Nothing gets in their way of expressing themselves on their instruments!  Andy, Dave and Mike are three of these players! This web  

site will join you all together to give you all a voice to  be heard and be seen! Show your Can Do dedication and be a part of candomusos.com!  

I hope to meet you all in my travels world wide!"  

 

 

 

Dom Famularo  

Drumming's Global Ambassador 
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What’s cool on Can-Do Youtube 

Andrew Hewitt, Mike Mignogna 

and Dom Famularo performing at 

Australia’s Ultimate Drummers 

Weekend 2009 in Melbourne, 

Australia 

David Segal performing “Sing Sing 

Sing”  with the Lehman Latin Big 

Band  

 

A short documentary about Carlos 

Guevara "Passion" shown at LALIFF, 

a international film fest in Los Ange-

les  
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The Final Word 

Patti’s Fast Five (continued) 

4. Who Inspires You? 

 

 

5. What is your biggest challenge as a musician, in what way have you had to adapt your playing to work around your  

     challenges?  

 

I have a lot of keyboard influences from The Doors, to Santana and Billy Preston. Female vocalists who influenced me are Stevie Nicks, Edie Brickell, and 
Sheryl Crow. One of my dreams is to have Stevie Nicks cover one of my songs.  

My biggest challenge is playing at accessible venues as well as having the stamina to play for a few hours. Sometimes when it is cold in a club my hands 
don't work so well so it's difficult to play the keyboard. My hands have different levels of strength at different times so during performances I can rewrite a 
part that I play so I can reach the keys I need to push on the spot during the songs. I think it's kind of cool really. 

If any Can-Do Musos members have any musical news, gigs, or stories they would like to share  in the next issue of Can-Do Musical Notes,   
please email us at candomusos@gmail.com 

http://youtu.be/j6RHQFBLJsA
http://youtu.be/xht9p4wY3FU
http://youtu.be/ZbKJPXr3bC4

